WARNING!

MANAGING CONCRETE “ WASHOUT

COUNCILS & THE PROBLEMS OF CONCRETE WASTE

Local Council officers are the front-line fighters in the battle against the problems caused by poor
concrete washouts s on building sites. Council Environment officers are invited to contact PumperDump
directly regarding the options for controlling the damage caused by poorly managed concrete washouts.

Of all the materials and activities on construction sites, it is Where a concrete pump is located on a roadway

wet concrete that can cause the most damage, and the most or footpath where excess material could enter the
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If waste from these washouts falls on
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underground stormwater drains lead to on the spot fine . .
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1. PREVENTION
As consent authority, Council
planners impose strict conditions on

find that best practices result in a more
efficient work site.

development approvals which require PumperDump also provides a number of
proper professional management of on-site concrete pump  other on-site products which contain the waste products which
washouts. Such conditions give builders leverage against result from washouts. Details are available at our web site.
owners or developers who can pressure them to cut corners

in pricing.

2. PUNISHMENT
As enforcers, Council rangers identify bad practices and
impose appropriately severe penalties on those responsible.
There is no requirement to prove that the pollution was
deliberate: even accidents can result in prosecution.
Unfortunately, even big fines won't stop the damage,
and many builders still regard waste and pollution as an
inevitable part of the building process: they cope with it,
rather than managing it.

Councils may be able to specify the use of the PumperDump

Emergency action: PumperDump Spill-Fix
Council rangers now also have a further weapon
against wet concrete entering stormwater systems:
PumperDump Spill-Fix. This is an innovative product that
can be kept handy whenever wet concrete is being used.
In the vent of an accidental spill, the granule are simply
sprinkled lightly over the hazardous slurry and within less
than a minute, the liquid is turned into a solid mass that
can be swept or shoveled into a waste container.

end-to-end bin service (where available). This condition (from PumperDump recommends that Councils consider
the NSW concreting industry’s best practice) is recommended providing a container of PumperDump Spill-Fix to
for all Development Applications which involve the use of all rangers and for each Council vehicle, for use in
concrete pumps: emergency situations.
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